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Abstract 

Looking at Earth from Space: 

An Hour of Spectacular Visualization 


The NASA/NOAA Electronic Theater presents Earth science observations and 
visualizations from space in a historical perspective. Fly in from outer space to Athens 
and site of the 2004 Summer Olympics and the Far East using 1 m IKONOS "Spy 
Satellite" data. Contrast the 1972 Apollo 17 "Blue Marble" image of the Earth with the 
latest US and International global satellite images that allow us to view our Planet from 
any vantage point. See the latest spectacular images from NASA/NOAA/Commercial 
remote sensing missions like Terra, GOES, TRMM, SeaWiFS, & Landsat 7, QuickBird 
of the SE Asia Tsunami, devastation of Hurricane Katrina this year in New Orleans, and 
the LA/San Diego Fires of 2003. See how High Definition Television (HDTV) is 
revolutionizing the way we do science communication. Take the pulse of the planet on a 
daily, annual and 30-year time scale. See daily thunderstorms, the annual blooming of the 
northern hemisphere land masses and oceans, fires in Africa, dust storms in Iraq, and 
carbon monoxide exhaust from global burning. See visualizations featured on Newsweek, 
TIME, National Geographic, Popular Science covers & National & International Network 
TV. Spectacular new global visualizations of the observed and simulated atmosphere & 
oceans are shown. See the currents and vortexes in the oceans that bring up the nutrients 
to feed tiny plankton and draw the fish, whales and fishermen. See the how the ocean 
blooms in response to El Nifio/La Nifia climate changes. The Etheater will be presented 
using the latest High Definition TV (HDTV) and video projection technology on a large 
screen. See city lights around the globe and in your area observed by the "night-vision" 
DMSP satellite. Also see how Keyhole and Google Maps are using satellite and aerial 
photography to help you find your house and plan your vacation. 



